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florid style than the first. In this case (unlike the former, where 
the wood was unpainted and unpolished), the whole background 
was of dull white, while a bold rococco design was limned in oil 
colors upon it. Pinks and blues were the tints which predomi- 
nated, the whole being kept light and delicate, in the tones 
proper to a drawing-room. 

Again, this is a fashion which would be borrowed to-day. A 
boudoir or drawing-room would look charming decorated in this 
manner. 

To imitate it, a high paneling, seven or eight feet in height 
we will say, with a ledge at the top for vases or plates, should 
be placed round the walls. It should be painted white, while 
ornamental traceries of the Renaissance period would relieve the 
monotony of this virgin expanse. The rest of the wall above 
the paneling should be tinted in harmony with the room. Pink, 
dull gold, or Pompeian red pleasantly relieve the coldness of 
such decorations, while the beading or cornice at the top of the 
high paneling running parallel with the line of the ceiling forms 
naturally what decorators strive after with a hundred artificial 
contrivances, namely, a frieze. While speaking of friezes I should 
say that the one being described should be of one tone and de- 
void of ornament. Contrasting colors, or a fantastic pattern, 
such as are used in ordinary friezes, would distract the eye from 
the detail below. Any elaborate pattern, be it embossed on cur- 
tain, carpet, tablecloth or wall decoration, needs, and needs im- 
peratively, a plain surface in juxta position, a simple rule which 
though too frequently overlooked by modern decorators, 
should be remembered when employing painted panelings to our 
walls. 

A room such as I should suggest would certainly be an inno- 
vation and have the charm of novelty. In carrying out the idea 
flatted paint should be used, and pale, delicate colors be chosen 
for the rococco or Renaissance design. A good deal of fancy 
might be displayed in adjuncts to the paneling. A low seat, for 
example, might be formed in the woodwork itself, and run the 
length of the paneling, or quaint corner seats, such as we see in 
the choirs of old churches and cathedrals, might be placed in 
the angles of the room. The mantelpiece would naturally be 
built in the same material and harmonize with the rest of the 
decorations. 

The description of a beautiful screen in late rococco style, a 
painted chimneypiece after Watteau, as well as some decorative 
floral designs, which I have lately seen at a well known picture 
dealers in the Haymarket, I must postpone to another month. 



SUMMER FURNITURE. 



THE custom of adapting the various household belongings 
to the season, is rapidly growing among people of culti- 
vated taste, and it is not unusual to find almost entire 
outfittings of really cool, light summer-looking furniture. Among 
the most popular sorts are entire suites made of rattan and cane. 
The favor with which these goods have been received would 
scarcely be appreciated by persons who have not kept pace with 

the demand and 
supply. Many 
pieces of rattan 
furniture are used 
with the ordinary 
outfit of the room. 
They serve to sug- 
gest coolness, and 
are so light and 
easily moved 
about that one or 
more of them are 
deemed almost in- 
dispensable for 
summer use. They 
are used perfectly 
plain and without 
ornament or ad- 
dition, or are 
brightened with 
ribbons woven in 
and out of the 
meshes and tied 
in close bows with 
short ends at the 
corners. 

There are also 
some very choice 
designs in plush 
and satin cush- 
ions for these 
chairs. They are 
both plain and 
decorated, some 
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exceedingly elegant. Dark navy blue, peacock blue, cardinal, 
maroon and gold are the favorite colors for these cushions, and 
the decorations most preferred are embroidery in any of the 
popular styles. For back of sofas there are hanging cushions 
made of embossed or stamped plush, finished in aniline and 
water colors. 

Perfectly plain cushions are preferred by many to fancy 
styles. They may have a cord around the edges and tassels or 
bows at the corners, or they may be without finish of any sort. 
In the latter case they look better to be alike in color on both 
sides, or all of one material There are head rest cushions in 
crescent shape, made so that they may swing behind the chair 
when not required as a head rest.. Some of these are very elab- 
orately embroidered, and make charming presents for birth-day 
or other gift occasions. For ordinary regular use cushions may 
be made of cash- 
mere or any desired 
material, and it is 
well to stay the 
edges very strongly 
with a strip of tick- 
ing or other heavy 
material. 

There is very 
great variety in 
style and pattern 
in rattan furniture. 
Among the later 
novelties are dress- 
ing cases and bed- 
steads covered with 
this class of mater- 
ial. 

There are several 
dozen of separate 
and distinct styles 
in chairs alone, 
varying in price 
from $2 to $20 each, 
according to size 
and finish. The 
rattan couch is 
made 22. to 27 inches 
wide, with a slight- 
ly raised head, and 
is the perfection of 
coolness and com- 
fort. The lounge is 
somewhat similar, 
but has a back. D00R h^ging, from a german plate. 
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Both styles are very popular, and are not expensive, costing 
from $13 to $25, according to size and finish. There are also very 
desirable sofas and reclining chairs, that may be made more at- 
tractive by ribbons and cushions. 

There are very handsome library and sewing tables, light 
stands, work stands with pockets and baskets of various sorts, 
either plain or silk lined. There are several styles of music 
stands and hanging shelves, very pretty and not expensive. Fire 
screens of several sizes and styles are shown, with wood baskets, 
attractive, light and durable. Hampers are a Jbrousehold neces- 
sity, and in strong, serviceable styles come at $4 to $5 each, ac- 
cording to size. Some of the reed goods, those made from the 
inner portion of the wood, may be stained any desired color. 
They are pretty in mahogany or cherry color, also in ebony, 
with a little gold as a relief. 

A suite for a country house is stained a very rich rosewood, 
and has interlaced ribbons of peacock blue, and plush cushions 
of the same shade. Another suite, made for the summer resi- 
dence of a well known government official, is simply finished 
with shellac varnish and trimmed with a profusion of green 
ribbons. 

We often hear of bamboo furniture and there is a general 
belief that there are such goods in market. The regular furni- 
ture, however, that is known by that name is not bamboo 
at all, but is simply made in a style somewhat resembling 
bamboo. 

A visit to one of the leading manufactories in this line was 
productive of a good deal of interest and information. The work 
is mostly turned, and the regularity and almost mathematical 
precision displayed in turning the spindles and posts, guided by 
the eye alone, was one of the remarkable features of the work. 
This so-called bamboo furniture is among the most desirable in 
the market, and the reasons for this became apparent during 
the inspection of the various processes through which it passes 
in course of construction. Every part is accurately fitted, the 
very finest material is used, and only the best of skilled labor is 
employed on the work. The wood is either left in its natural 
color or stained in mahogany, rosewood, ebony or other tint, ac- 
cording to taste. There are the most charming cabinets, tables 
and corner stands, and a great variety of chairs, at once elegant, 
artistic and durable. 

Bent wood furniture, while not in fact coming in the cata- 
logue of summer belongings, is so closely allied to them that it 
may well have a place in such descriptions as include them. 
Aside from its durability, and it doubtless ranks first ^n that 
particular, this class of goods is very attractive and its popular- 
ity is one of the fixed facts of the furniture trade. The utility 
of bent wood covers a very wide range, but its use for chairs is 
one of the best known of its adaptions. But wood chairs, in the 
plainer and more substantial styles, are too generally known to 
need any special description. There are many very attractive 
and novel styles that are however less known and that deserve 
mention for their durability, no less than their real beauty and 
elegance. 

There are several sorts of folding chairs, having many points 
of excellence, also arm chairs, easy chairs, reclining chairs and 
wheel chairs for invalids, park or garden use. Reclining couches, 
with adjustable head, are shown, also frames for the same, that 
may be upholstered according to fancy. There are sofas and 
settees in great variety, also stools, music chairs, cradles, and a 
great variety of rockers, cribs and chairs for children. There 
are easels, light, substantial and pretty, and tourists' walking 
stick chairs of several sorts, with hook handles, strong and con- 
venient. In paper racks, music racks, mirror frames, umbrella 
stands and towel racks, there is infinite variety. There are also 
dressing tables, washstands, toilet stands, shaving stands, flower 
tables, sewing tables, indeed tables of almost every imaginable 
sort. 

Bedsteads of various sorts for adults and children are shown, 
and have many points of excellence. The greatest recommenda- 
tion for this class of goods is its lightness and durability. It is 
not specially expensive, all things considered, and although in- 
volving a considerable outlay in the beginning, is an excellent 
investment. 

Brass furniture is growing in favor with every season. It is 
expensive, but being practically indestructabie, its purchase may 
be considered a permanent investment. Among the most im- 
portant and popular of the high class articles in brass are the 
bedsteads. They are shown in a variety of styles and have a 
rather wide margin of cost, ranging from about $45 for plain 
styles to $180 for fine ones. To this add $60 for brass valance 
for two sides of the bedstead, and full tester or canopy at $30, 
a,nd there is substantial elegance enough to satisfy the most ex- 
acting taste. The half testers or canopy tops may be applied to 
-all regular brass bedsteads at from $i2 to $30. 

Very choice designs in brass chairs are shown. Some of 
them are all metal, others have the spindles in mahogany. One 
.style has a three-cornered seat and curved top rail in antique 
fashion ; another has a mahogany seat, with all of the brass in 
bark pattern; most of them have no wood seats, being prepared 



for upholstering. There are wall brackets and foot stools, the 
latter suitable for upholstery or cushions. Tables and stands in 
brass work are exceptionally pretty; some choice samples have 
tops of Mexican onyx, others have fancy plaques set in borders 
of open brass work, and many have ebonized wood or mahogany 
tops. For bric-a-brac there are double shelf tables, with con- 
siderable capacity for showing such pretty belongings to advan- 
tage. There are book stands for holding a single large volume, 
and racks for music or pictures, also racks for hats or coats, with 
mirror in the centre and fanciful panels of hammered and em- 
bossed brass surrounding it. 

A very acceptable present for a gentleman is a brass shaving 
stand. They are adjustable and have a small shelf for the var- 
ious implements. A very pretty style has the standards made of 
dragons, holding balls in their claws. On each side of the mir- 
ror, which is seven by nine inches, are brackets for candles. 

Stands for banners and bannerettes are desirable presents 
for ladies, and interested friends during their summer trips can 
scarcely do better than to carry home some such article as a 
souvenir, as a gift to a stay-at-home friend. 

Fire screens and easels are among the special attractions in 
this line of goods. The easels in particular being very elegant. 
A few styles cost as high as $60. The lowest price in good 
styles is $16 to $18. 

Among the most artistic and desirable articles in the brass 
exhibit are the cabinets made of twisted tubing with mahogany 
shelves. They are forty- six inches high, and the shelves are 
twelve by twenty-four inches There is a brass railing around 
the top, with brass spindles. These elegant trifles cost $30 to $40 
each. There is another pretty style in a sort of pyramid shape 
with a large ring at the top. This is sixty inches high, the top 
shelf is eleven inches square, the lower one fourteen inches 
square. Handsome clothes trees in all choice woods, with brass 
feet and pins, are also shown. There are many other pretty and 
dainty articles that are specially desirable for filling odd spaces. 
There are few articles that add so much to a room as these brass 
furnishings. They brighten sombre effects and set off the plainer 
articles by contrast. Parties residing at a distance can, by con- 
sulting the advertizing columns of The Decorator and Fur- 
nisher learn where choice articles may be found. Nearly ail of 
our advertizers issue catalogues, and will send them on request 
to persons desiring to make selections of fine goods. 
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DESIGN FOR SIDEBOARD. 

The design on page 52 is for a commodious and elaborate sideboard, and may 
be made either in antique oak or mahogany, the panels and other carved work being in 
high relief. In the event of oak being selected, the door pulls and lock plates should be 
in oxydized silver. The plan of the sideboard, to aid in making working drawings, is 
shown above. The design was made by E. W. Poley, of London. 
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